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In order to preserve a sustainable environment and favorable recreational activities of citizens, the Russian government has supplemented the Federal Law "On Environmental Protection" with Chapter IX.1, on the creation of Forest Park Green Belts (hereinafter FPGB). [1] Thus, from January 1, 2017, FPGB s are zones with a limited regime of natural resource use and other economic activities, including the territories on which forests, water bodies or their parts are located, natural landscapes, and the territory of the green fund within the boundaries of urban settlements. They adjoin these forests or form a single natural ecological system with them and perform environmental, environmental, ecological, sanitary and hygienic and recreational functions.
The creation of green belts was first proposed in the UK. Ebazer Howard (1850-1928) used FPGB in urban landscaping, thus separating residential from industrial areas. [2] Green belts served as a kind of buffer zone around cities. In these areas, saturated with oxygen and far from urban pollution, there were places for recreation of the population, entertainment and comfortable rest.
When proposing the concept of the "Green Belt" in Voronezh, it is important to know that for the most part the forests of the Voronezh Region perform an environmental and ecological function and are not considered as a raw material potential. Voronezh is a dynamically developing city, the main problem of which is the preservation of green spaces and the creation of a comfortable urban environment. By defining the clear boundaries of the green belt, and including all forest-park territories in it, it is possible to create an ecological framework around the city, which in the future will lead to favorable consequences. Thus, the following tasks are performed:
1. Stabilization and improvement of the ecological situation;
2. Ensuring the cleanliness of the urban area, improving the quality of landscaping;
3. Improving the air quality in the city, the formation of a special microclimate
4. Formation of a monitoring system of green spaces for further use by forestry management bodies;
5. Development of recommendations for landscape solutions that are most effective in terms of environmental, decorative, and economic indicators in Voronezh.
Studying this issue, we pursue goals related to the formation of a silvicultural - ecological model for the development of a forest-park green belt of cities and improvement of the greening system, to ensure environmental well-being and increase the satisfaction of the population with urban space.
Fundamental principles of the Green Belt concept:
1. Approximation of the urban environment to the natural environment;
2. Creation of an active recreation area within walking distance in places of mass living;
3. Maintaining biological diversity in the city as a tool for environmental and local history education.
In the concept of FPGB Voronezh, the following zones were identified: walking, active recreation, restoration and ecological core. In turn, these zones are subdivided into sub-zones: children's, sports, exhibition, etc. The recovery zone is characterized by the forest category of the recreational landscape, where measures for the protection and reproduction of forests are planned. The ecological core zone is the nodal element of the ecological framework that ensures the preservation of important ecosystems. Recreation is prohibited on the territory of both zones.
Green areas will need to be combined into one continuous system of forest parks, which will ensure the environmental protection of the city. In clause 3 of Article 62.1 of the Federal Law of 10.01.2002 No. 7-FZ "On Environmental Protection" there is a list of territories not included in the forest park green belt. [3]
Thus, the priority areas of activity on the territory of the forest-park belt are: environmental protection, scientific research, environmental education and tourism development.
Protective forests play an important role in ensuring the ecological balance of cities. When analyzing suburban forest parks, it is necessary to maximize the benefits of green spaces for urban agglomerations and favorable recreation of the population.
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